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UB Radio Station’
Work Outstanding

WHEN THE DARK storms of dissent rage

By JACK ALLEN
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Of Light, Reason Amid Strife
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emerged—in the vilewpoint of
this reporter and others—in a
triumph of which their support-
ers, .and even detractors, can
be proud,

Siemering believes that truth

will emerge from free report-,

ing and discussion, and lives
this bellef as WBFO tries to
cover the complex, rapidly
changing events on the
campus,

IN HIS WORDS: “During the
three weeks preceding the spring
recess, WBFQ broadcast more
than 140 hours of material about

" the campus disorders and issues

in the controversy.

*More than 100 students, facul-
ty, administrators, elected offi-
cials and community persons
were
They represented a wide range
of viewpoints.”

Faculty Senate meetings were
broadecast in their entirety. One
we heard, moderated by Tenen-
baum, lasted three hours and
was a fascinating piece of broad-
caster ingenuity under difficult
circumstances.

THROUGH THE tumult and
the  strife, Tenenbaum calmly
explained the intricacies of the
parliamentery process to guide
listeners to some semblavce c¢f

‘understanding of the emotioc-

heard on our airwaves. -

ally charged proceedings, This
was a proud moment for WBFO
and- for public broadcasting in
general,

There was also broadcast re-
lated debate from meetings of

- what some UB students not so

facetiously call Buffalo’s ‘“‘un-
common Common Council,”

WBFOQ listeners were able to
hear such differing voices as
those of the Strike Committee;
Dr. Peter Regan, acting uni-
versity president; Gerald Sal-

tarelll, member of the UB Coun--

cil; Sen. Thomas McGowan; Ed-
ward Regan, member of the
Temporary Commission on Cam-
pus Unrest of the State Legis-
lature; and Henry Degener,
chairman of the 100,000 and
One” citizens' group which cir-
culated a petition asking ‘‘en-
forcement of all existing legisla-
tion to terminate and correct the
subversive and demoralizing ac-
tivities on campus.”

IT WOULD be exiremely dif-
ficulty for persons-of any per-
suasion to prove WBFO biased
and failing to give every side
{ts time on the air.

As Siemering said, ‘“Because
of the atmosphere on campus,
the WBFO studios have been the
only place where botk the uni-
versity and outside community
could hear an extensive discus-
sion of different sides of con-
troversial issues without the
spaakers being heckled.

“Sometimes the pane! discus-
gions have been so lively, and
vhoned-in listener qucstions so
many, that they have ixsted for
two hours, We've learned to let
ideas expand to fill time, rather
than confining them to half-hour
bloes.” '

ON REPORTING of police-stu-

" dent confrontations, always an

extremely difficult area for a
newsman, Siemering said:
“Wa ftried initially to walit

" until we knew sufficient facts to

repart accurately about demon-
siralions, ond then only broad-
cast eyewitness aceounts,.
**ft, a5 happens in such com-
nlex; fiuid sltuations, iers were

. uc%asionfal conflicting  reports,

we'calied thls {v the abtention
of the listeners. It is searly im-
vossible to present 8 slogle view
whichcan adequately reflect the
sotal sitoation,

“A% THE EVENTS proceeded,

R RS e gt g

we gradually were able to plec
together and give an accurat
accounting of events, Sometime
the confrontations took place di
rectly below the WBFO atudios
and they were reported as the
happened. Generally, we trie
to have a little time distance ¢
give a broader perspective,

‘“Frequently a crowd could b
heard shouting in the backgroun
of panel discussions, With breat}
less reporters (two received Iz
juries), the shouting and. ter
sion, some listeners said the
were reminded of the ‘War ¢
the Worlds' broadcast.

“Many recorded eyewitnes
reports on the scens were fo
emotional to air directly, bu
the information was pleced t«
gether and aired in & more calr
delivery.”

BESIDES THE on-the-scen
live and Hvely reports, ther
were discussions of causes «
the unrest, the strike demand:
and other Issues of universit
reform.

There was full discussion ¢
the Themis Project (Dept. ¢
Defense research), the contr
versial colleges, ROTC, open ««
mission, police-community vel:
tions, university governane:
media and city-university rei:
tions,

Position papers were read a:
discussed as soon as they I
came available, The positio
statements by the UB Coun::
the Greiner Report, were 1::
several fimes in thelr entix
and izculty members and s
denis were contacted for {:-:
reactions.

THE STATION, which broa:
casts at 88.7 me. on a limaticc
power FM band that still can &
heard quite a distance from th
campus, signed on four hour
earlier than usual to provid
informatlonal service and fai
and complete coverage.

WBFO signs on at 9 a.m. Sur
days, and stays on until mi¢
night. Weekdays it is on fror
2 p.m. Programing also origit
ates from WBFO's satellil
studio at 1203 Jefferson Av:
under the direction of Do
Blakely.

Many positive r!fects hav
been made on WBFO &z a resu
of its baptism of fire. ’

Siemering said of iis futur
format: ““We hava permanent!
changed our afiernoon schedul
50 we can coniinng fo prese:
materisa} a5 it happeus,

AS enabled us to greatl
crease our local talk progran
i give a sense of In
merdiaey which Iy one of radio’
primeg virtues,

“For example, a reporter ma
come back with a recording of
press conference, which we wi
then air in {ts entlrety, late
re-processing portions for th
news,

‘‘We broadcast other news re
?‘orts from the lclty 23 soon a
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folk and Dlues) are é-ei}a_xjéﬂ; '
short, This format is stlli in an |
_ evolutionary stage.” )

THIS EXCITING and relevant |
. format allows for such diverse |
: things <are- symphony concerts, i
‘a forum on minority hiring in i
construction unions, and federal |
’ ?Ieaﬂ'ings on obseenity from City '
all, :
It is vibrant and vital radio,
. but not all stormy, For instance,
1 try WBFO for comprehensive
coverage of Tarth Day next -
Wednesday, when ecology ex-
i perts across the coun wilt
" deal with the question of whether
. Earth can survive i man main-
{ talns hig current course of pol-
Y lution and population growth, .



